THE HERRIES BALL
MAY 17, 1796

JUDITH went to the famous Masquerade at Will
Henries' house, given there in the month of May
of the year 1796) dressed as her mother.

She had never seen her mother, who had died
in giving birth to her, She had seen no picture
of her; nevertheless it was a link in the strange
sequence of events that once there should have
been a child sheltering in its mother's skirts at a
Christmas games in a Borrowdale farm, that then
there should have been a woman crying over her
lost lover in Carlisle streets, that again there should
have been a weary woman knocking at the door of
Herries in Rosthwaite, that now Judith, dressed
as a ragged gipsy, her red hair loose about her
head, should be waiting in an almost breathless
excitement for the coach to take her to another
Herries house.

There were to be many consequences from the
Masquerade on this night, consequences as im-
portant to the whole Herries family as the quarrel
that rose out of this occasion, consequences that
helped to make Judith's life afterwards what it
was, and from that to affect generations and
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